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T'S FINALLY
ALL OVER

By Will Kilner and
im Cunningham

HE OWNERS of St Elphin's have
slammed the door on 160 years of his-
ory by announcing the immediate
losure of the private school.

On hearing the bombshell, tearful
pupils rushed up the school stairs to chal-
lenge the motives X
the owners, who had just broken the

news to teachers Wevenmg
e consortium of businessmen who own
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1844, St Elphin’s celebrated its
centenary on the-Darley Dale
site last October with a cham-
pagne buffet and an open day.

A time capsule - due to be opened
in the year 2104 — was buried in the
grounds of the 44-acre-site.

After several years of financial crisis

and abortive rescue bids the future
looked bright for the second oldest girls'

mism wa be short-liveds

1S week 1t 11nz [y )(,amec ear \xhen
the owners announced it’s closure.
This turbulent stage in the school’s

school went into administration with
debts of £3 million.

From then on the Mercury chronicled
the of events that led to the closure.

October 2003: a rescue bid to save the
school was announced.

Plans for a lucrative housing develop-
ment — which would mean building 100
houses in two parcels of land on school
grounds — were submitted in outline to
Derbyshire Dales District Council.

But the bid was opposed by over 100
local householders in the Darley
Residents Action Group.

February 2004: the bid was refused by
Derbyshire Dales District Council
because it contravened the local plan
which protects open spaces between
Darley Dale and Matlock.

District council leader Lewis Rose
said: “We are being asked to pay a high-
er price and to take too many risks. We
are being asked to approve houses that
might last forever for a school which
may not last long.”

March 2004: a scaled-down version of
the plan which would have a smaller
impact was announced.

April 2004: £48,000 was raised by St
Elphin's recovery fund - but the sum
fell far short of the £3 million needed.

April 18 2004: the scaled-down plan-
ning application was turned down by
Derbyshire Dales District Council by a
vote of 13-4 against. St Elphin's was put

PUPILS PLEA: St Elphins pupils make-ariastditch attempt to save their school in January of last year.

Troubled times for
centenary school

FOUNDED in Warrington in §

school m the country - but that opti-

istory started in April 2003 when the §

NO TO HOUSES: Cainlgneré’ protest®against housing on the school site in
February of last year.

up for sale. and constrained as they have been
Martin Hughes, spokesman for the under administration.”
school administration, said: “The September 2004: boys were allowed to
school has been in Darley Dale for 100 enrol at school, overturning 160 years
years and never once has it knocked on of tradition in a bid to attract more stu-
the council's door for help and the one dents.
time it does that the door is shut in its December 2004: planning inspector
face.” David Smith was called in to adjudicate
June 24 2004: the school was bought over an appeal apphcatlon to build on
for £2.4 million by a company descnhed the school grounds y .
as ‘a group of local businessmen*who" ;
wanted to remain anonymous’. ent was t
It was announced that new funds to safeguard the school's future.
would be used to build up pupil num- Clir John Evans, Mayor of Darley
bers. Dale, said: “This is opportunism and
Principal Dr Deborah Mouat said : “I they are not the least bit interested in
am very excited about the future for St protecting the school.”
Elphin's. At long last, I have been given ~ January 2005: the latest appeal was
control and my hands are no longer tied refused.
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Trying week |
for principal |

ST ELPHIN'S principal Dr ]
Deborah Mouat took over as act- |
ing headteacher when the for-

mer head, Erica Taylor, was
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at St Elphm s for five years
It seems that this week will have
been her last in charge and
when confronted with rumours
that staff had not been paid last
week Dr Mouat said: “I have not
heard those rumours. It’s busi-
ness as usual. I have just
received my pay slip.”
Last Friday, March 4 ,when con-
fronted with a report that she
and deputy head Rosemary Cuff
had resigned from the school, Dr
Mouat would neither confirm
nor deny.
However on Monday Dr Mouat
called in sick to St Elphin's and
on Tuesday when contacted at
home Dr Mouat said: “I have
been in the bathroom for the
past two days.”
Yesterday, after the closure had
been announced, Dr Mouat said:
“I wasn't even told by the propri-
etors that the meeting was tak-
ing place.
“I am horrified that they have
taken this decision when I am
actually there, when I am off

“I am very sad because there is
a long history there. There are
some very good staff. It's horrif-
ic. It is absolutely awful for
them. It's such an awful time.”
Dr Mouat confirms that she will
not be attending a parents' meet-
ing scheduled for Wednesday

night at Highfields School.
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